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Foreword 
By Ḥaḍrat Mawlānā Shāh ‘Abdul Ḥamīd Is`hāq 

(Ḥafiẓahumullāh) 
Principal, Darul Uloom Azaadville 

In his kindness Muftī Chowdhury Dāmat 
Barakātuhū has asked me to write a foreword to his 
kitāb on Sayyidunā Ḥaḍrat Muʿāwiyah . I am 
not even the last person on the surface of the earth 
worthy or fit for this great and honourable task. 
But I really appreciate Muftī Ṣāḥeb's kindness by 
which, Inshā’Allāh, I can also have a full share in 
this great and honourable work and also a full share 
in defending, honouring and expressing my 
heartfelt love and honour for the Great Ṣaḥābah 
 including Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah ! 
They, , are shining stars of Rasūlullāh 
! What can we defend and honour them? 
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By their Barakāt Allāh will protect us in this 
dunyā and the Ākhirat. Āmīn! 
Ḥaḍrat Muftī Ṣāḥeb Dāmat Barakātuhū has done a 
superb job and contributed very adequately to this 
great need at this time, when some people are 
determined to try and change true realities and 
giving a totally warped picture of history and the 
Great luminaries, the Ṣaḥābah  and 
particularly one of their targets, Sayyidunā 
Muʿāwiyah . May Allāh guide us all to 
righteousness and the best. Ḥaḍrat Muftī Ṣāḥeb has 
very fairly and clearly shown the great and 
honourable position of all the Ṣaḥābah  from 
the Qur’ān Sharīf and the Aḥādīth e Mubārakah and 
the great virtues and qualities of such a Great 
Person as Ḥaḍrat Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah .! His 
great qualities like being the scribe of Rasūlullāh 
 and being blessed with the special duʿās 
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of Rasūlullāh , being promised with 
Jannat, his justice, generosity, being trustworthy, 
truthful and his humility and especially his love for 
Rasūlullāh  and the Ahle Bayt ! And 
so many other great, great qualities. 
May Allāh grant great acceptance to this 
great work, make it most beneficial for all, make it a 
means to increase our love and honour for all these 
great personalities, remove all doubts and 
misgivings about them and to be resurrected with 
them in the Hereafter! May Allāh accept 
Muftī Ṣāḥeb's efforts fully and bless him and all 
‘Ulamā and the whole Ummat with great works of 
Dīn! Āmīn, Āmīn, Āmīn Yā RabbalʿĀlamīn!!! 
 
(Mawlānā) ʿAbdul Ḥamīd Is`haq,  
May Allāh forgive him and shower His Mercy 
on him.  
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Preface 

 

All praise is due to Allāh , who has selected 
the illustrious Ṣaḥābah  to be the rightful 
companions of Rasūlullāh .  

May Peace and Salutations be upon our beloved 
Prophet, Muḥammad  who guided the 
Ṣaḥābah  to the path of success, as well as 
upon his noble companions, who have been 
pronounced to be our role models, and upon his 
family and all those who follow them till the Day of 
Resurrection. 

Love and veneration for each and every Ṣaḥābī 
 is an integral part of our faith. Harboring ill-
feelings for and speaking ill of any of the illustrious 
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Ṣaḥābah  puts one’s imān in jeopardy. I quote 
below a few verses from the Qur’ān and a few 
Aḥādīth that establish the virtues of the Ṣaḥābah 
. 

وَّ 
َ ابُِقوَن اْلأ ِيَن اتََّبُعوُهمأ وَالسَّ نأَصارِ َواَّلَّ

َ لُوَن ِمَن الأُمَهاِجِريَن وَاْلأ
َعدَّ لَُهمأ َجنَّاٍت ََتأِري 

َ
ُه وَأ ُهمأ َوَرُضوا َعنأ ُ َعنأ َساٍن َرِِضَ اَّللَّ بِإِحأ

ُز الأَعِظيمُ  بًَدا َذلَِك الأَفوأ
َ
نأَهاُر َخاِِلِيَن فِيَها أ

َ  ََتأَتَها اْلأ
“And the first forerunners [in the faith] among the 
Muhājirīn and the Anṣār and those who followed 
them with good conduct - Allāh is pleased with 

them and they are pleased with Him, and He has 
prepared for them gardens beneath which rivers 
flow, wherein they will abide forever. That is the 

great attainment.” 1 

                                                             
1 Sūrah At-Tawbah verse 100 
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وََلَِك 
ُ
ين أ فَرة لَُهم للتقوى قُلُوبهم اهلل امتحن اَّلَّ  وَأجر مغأ

 2َعِظيم
“They (the Ṣaḥābah) are the ones whose hearts 
Allāh has tested for righteousness. For them is 

forgiveness and great reward.”  

وََلَِك 
ُ
ين أ وََلَِك  اهللُ  َداُهمُ هَ  اَّلَّ

ُ
  مهُ  وَأ

ُ
َاِب  ولُواأ ْلأ

َ  3اْلأ
“Those are the ones Allāh has guided, and those are 
people of understanding.” 

ِي ُهوَ   َمعَ  إِيَمانًا لزيدادوا الأُمؤمنِيَ  قُلُوب ِف  السكيَنة أنزل اَّلَّ
 4إِيَمانهم

“It is He who sent down tranquillity into the hearts 
of the believers (the Ṣaḥābah) that they would 

increase in faith along with their [present] faith.” 

                                                             
2 Sūrah Al-Hujurāṭ verse 3 
3 Sūrah Az-Zumar verse 18 
4 Sūrah Al-Fatḥ verse 3 
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د   ِ  َرُسولُ  ُُمَمَّ ِينَ  اَّللَّ اءُ  َمَعهُ  وَاَّلَّ ِشدَّ
َ
ارِ  ََعَ  أ  بَيأَنُهمأ  رََُحَاءُ  الأُكفَّ

ًعا تَرَاُهمأ  ًدا ُركَّ ًل  يَبأَتُغونَ  ُسجَّ ِ  ِمنَ  َفضأ وَانًا اَّللَّ  ِف  ِسيَماُهمأ  َورِضأ
ثَرِ  ِمنأ  وُُجوِهِهمأ 

َ
ُجودِ  أ َراةِ  ِف  َمَثلُُهمأ  َذلَِك  السُّ  ِف  َوَمَثلُُهمأ  اتلَّوأ

ِيلِ 
أ

ْن ِ
ٍع  اْلأ َرجَ  َكَزرأ خأ

َ
هُ  أ

َ
أ لََظ  فَآَزَرهُ  َشطأ َتغأ َتَوى فَاسأ  ََعَ  فَاسأ

ِجُب  ُسوقِهِ  رَّاعَ  ُيعأ ارَ  بِِهمُ  ِِلَِغيَظ  الزُّ ُ  وََعدَ  الأُكفَّ ِينَ  اَّللَّ  آَمُنوا اَّلَّ
اِِلَاِت  وََعِملُوا ُهمأ  الصَّ ِفَرةً  ِمنأ ًرا َمغأ جأ

َ
 5 َعِظيًما وَأ

“Muḥammad is the Messenger of Allāh; and those 
with him (the Ṣaḥābah) are forceful against the 

disbelievers, merciful among themselves. You see 
them bowing and prostrating [in prayer], seeking 

bounty from Allāh and [His] pleasure. Their mark is 
on their faces from the trace of prostration. That is 

their description in the Torah. And their 
description in the Gospel is as a plant which 

                                                             
5 Sūrah Al-Fatḥ verse 29 
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produces its offshoots and strengthens them so 
they grow firm and stand upon their stalks, 

delighting the sowers - so that Allāh may enrage by 
them the disbelievers. Allāh has promised those 
who believe and do righteous deeds among them 

forgiveness and a great reward.”  

ِينَ  ِدِهمأ  ِمنأ  َجاُءوا وَاَّلَّ ِفرأ  َربََّنا َيُقولُونَ  َبعأ َوانَِنا ََلَا اغأ  َوِْلِخأ
ِينَ  يَمانِ  َسَبُقونَا اَّلَّ ِ

ينَ  ِغًل  قُلُوبَِنا ِف  ََتأَعلأ  َوَل  بِاْلأ ِ  آَمُنوا لَِّلَّ
 6رَِحيم   َرُءوف   إِنََّك  َربََّنا

And [there is a share for] those who came after 
them (the Ṣaḥābah), saying, “Our Lord, forgive us 
and our brothers who preceded us in faith and put 
not in our hearts [any] resentment toward those 

who have believed. Our Lord, indeed You are Kind 
and Merciful.”  

                                                             
6 Sūrah Al-Ḥashr verse 10 
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ِ  مهُ َربُّ  مهُ ِّشُ بَ يُ  َ رَ ب َّ  ٍت نَّ جَ وَ  انٍ وَ ضأ رِ وَ  نأهُ مِ  ةٍ َحأ  7يمقِ مُّ  يم  عِ نَ  ايهَ فِ  مهُ ل
Their Lord gives them (the Ṣaḥābah) good tidings of 

mercy from Him and approval and of gardens for 
them wherein is enduring pleasure.  

Rasūlullāh  warned,  

 َ َ  اَّللَّ َحاِب  ِف  اَّللَّ صأ
َ
َحاِب  َتتَِّخُذوا َل  أ صأ

َ
َحبَُّهمأ  َمنأ  َغَرًضا أ

َ
 أ

َحبَُّهمأ  فَبُِحِّب 
َ
َغَضُهمأ  َوَمنأ  أ بأ

َ
ِض  أ َغَضُهمأ  َفبُِبغأ بأ

َ
 َفَقدأ  آَذاُهمأ  َوَمنأ  أ

َ  آَذى َفَقدأ  آَذاِن  َوَمنأ  آَذاِن  نأ  َفُيوِشُك  وََجلَّ  َعزَّ  اَّللَّ
َ
ُخَذهُ  أ

أ
 8.يَأ

“Fear Allāh, fear Allāh in regard to my companions. 
Do not take my companions as a target (for abuse). 
Whosoever loves them has indeed loved them for 
his love for me. And whosoever despises them has 
indeed despised them for his hate for me. Whoever 

causes them annoyance has indeed caused me 
                                                             
7 Sūrah At-Tawbah verse 21 
8 Faḍāiluṣ Ṣaḥābah 4 
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annoyance. And whoever causes me annoyance has 
indeed caused Allāh annoyance. It is very likely that 

Allāh will take him to task.” 

َحاِب  َسبَّ  َمنأ   صأ
َ
َنةُ  َفَعلَيأهِ  أ ِ  لَعأ َِعيَ  وَاَلَّاِس  وَالأَمَلئَِكةِ  اَّللَّ ْجأ

َ
 أ

َبُل  َل  ُ  َيقأ هُ  اَّللَّ فًا ِمنأ ًل  َوَل  ََصأ  9َعدأ
“Whoever speaks ill of my companions, then may 

the curse of Allāh, the angels and mankind all 
together be upon him. Allāh will not accept any 

obligatory actions from him nor supererogatory.”  
 

Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah , aside from being his 
brother-in-law and confidant, is one of the closest 
of the companions to Rasūlullāh . To 
speak ill of him and to slander him is a threat to 
one’s faith. Yet, he has been the target of criticism 

                                                             
9 Ṣaḥīḥ Al-Bukhāri 3673 
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due to the fabrications found in the history 
literature against him and his son. Lately, there 
have been exposures of some prominent 
individuals who ascribe themselves to the Ahlus 
Sunnah wal Jamāʿah yet speak ill of Sayyidunā 
Muʿāwiyah . Thus, to preserve the imān of the 
people and to refresh the love of Sayyidunā 
Muʿāwiyah  in our hearts, I was inspired to 
pen a few of his virtues. The Ḥadīth and history 
works contain all sorts of narrations regarding him, 
reliable and unreliable. Unfortunately, just as there 
are many fabrications against Sayyidunā 
Muʿāwiyah  by the Rāfiḍīs, there are just as 
many fabrications in praises of him by the Nāṣibīs. 
Imām Ibn Jawzī  laments in his Mawḍūʿāt, 
“Fanaticism of some people who claim to be upon 
the sunnah has led them to fabricate Aḥādīth 
regarding his (Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah ) virtues 
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so that they may annoy the Rāfiḍīs, and likewise 
some of the Rāfiḍīs have fabricated Aḥādīth in 
dispraise of him. Both groups are in gross error.”  
Hence, I commenced with this compilation to 
gather and present a glimpse of what is reliable in 
praises of Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah .  

Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah  is most certainly not 
in need of our praises; rather we hope that through 
this we increase in our faith and rank in the sight of 
Allāh . We pray and hope that Allāh 
 accepts this humble effort from us and 
makes this a means of our salvation on the Day of 
Judgment. 

Lastly, I would like to present my heartfelt 
gratitude to all my teachers who have engrained 
love for all the Ṣaḥābah  in me. I would also 
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like to present my earnest appreciation to all those 
who assisted in the accomplishment of this work.  

Special gratitude to the following: my esteemed 
teacher Ḥaḍrat Mawlānā ʿAbdul Ḥamīd Is’hāq for 
the foreward, my beloved teacher Mawlānā Moosa 
Kajee for reviewing and advising, my dear friend 
Mawlānā Sadeekur Rahman Miah for assisting me 
with the status of many of the Aḥādīth and 
Mawlānā Ebrahim Noor for assisting in the editing 
of this work. Your reward is surely with Allāh 
. 
 
Servant of the Qur’ān and Sunnah, 
Muajul I. Chowdhury (Muʿādh)  
 
28 Muḥarram 1440 AH – 28 September 2019 CE 
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Brief Biography 

The world has seen many leaders and kings, but 
very few coupled their leadership with justice. 
Injustice and oppression are often synonymic with 
leadership and kingship. Yet, the first king of Islām, 
Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah , showed the world 
that justice and leadership can be coupled. He 
followed the footsteps of his predecessors, namely 
Rasūlullāh and the four rightly guided 
caliphs . Hereunder are a few words to 
introduce this great personality. 

Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah  was born five or seven 
years prior to the prophethood of Rasūlullāh 
. He is Abū ʿAbd al-Raḥmān Muʿāwiyah 
ibn Abī Sufyān Ṣakhr ibn Ḥarb ibn Umayyah ibn 
ʿAbd as-Shams ibn ʿAbd Manāf ibn Quṣayy ibn Kilāb 
Al-Qurashiyy Al-Umawiyy. His mother was Hind 
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bint ʿUtbah ibn Rabīʿah ibn ʿAbd as-Shams ibn 
Quṣayy. His lineage meets up with the lineage of 
Rasūlullāh at ʿAbd Manāf. He and his 
family were well-respected amongst the Arabs. 

Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah  was handsome. He was 
tall in height, fair in complexion. His skin was soft. 
He had a beautiful smile. His face expressed the 
qualities of forbearance and kindness. He would 
often dye his hair and beard with yellow dye. His 
beard would look golden.  

Islām was embedded in the heart of Sayyidunā 
Muʿāwiyah  from a young age. He brought 
faith in the Oneness of Allāh  and the 
prophethood of Rasūlullāh  at the time of 
Ṣulḥ Al-Ḥudaybiyah. However, in fear of 
persecution from his father and family, he 
concealed his faith till the conquest of Makkah 
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when his father accepted Islām. Prior to his Islām, 
he did not play a role in the harassment 
experienced by Rasūlullāh  and the 
Muslims at the hands of the Makkans. Despite his 
young and energetic age, he did not partake in any 
of the battles against the Muslims.  

When his family accepted Islām at the conquest of 
Makkah Mukarramah, they migrated to Madīnah 
Munawwarah. There Rasūlullāh paired 
him with Sayyidunā Ḥattāt ibn Yazīd  as 
brothers.  

Due to his honesty and reliability, Sayyidunā 
Muʿāwiyah  served Rasūlullāh as 
his personal scribe as well as a scribe of revelation. 
He also fought alongside Rasūlullāh in 
the battles. Rasūlullāh was pleased with 
him and loved him dearly. 
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After Rasūlullāh , Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah 
 continued spreading Islām, focusing on the 
Levant. He engaged in many battles in this time. 
Amongst them was the Battle of Yamāmah, wherein 
he assisted in the assassination of the self-
proclaimed prophet, Musaylamah, the imposter. He 
also served as a scribe for Sayyidunā Abū Bakr 
. 

In the reign of Sayyidunā ʿUmar , Sayyidunā 
Muʿāwiyah  served as the army general of 
many battles including the famous battle against 
the Byzantine Empire. He was then appointed by 
Sayyidunā ʿUmar  as the governor of the 
Levant. He remained in this post till the demise of 
Sayyidunā ʿUmar . 

Sayyidunā ʿUthmān  maintained Sayyidunā 
Muʿāwiyah’s  post as the governor of the 
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Levant and added more cities and lands to his 
governorship. Here too he continued the 
propagation of Islām and also engaged in various 
battles. A noteworthy battle he fought in this time 
was the battle against the Byzantine Empire in the 
27th and 28th year after hijrah, where he conquered 
Cyprus and other Greek islands. This was a strategic 
and difficult battle. He undertook the first naval 
voyage to conquer this land. By accomplishing this 
incredible feat, he had earned the glad tiding 
prophesized by Rasūlullāh and thus 
secured Paradise for himself. 

Sayyidunā ʿUthmān  was assassinated in the 
36th year after hijrah. Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah  
sought justice for him and believed that the 
murderers should not be shown leniency. Hence, 
this led to the unfortunate long civil war between 
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the Muslims. Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah  as the 
leader on one side and Sayyidunā ʿAlī  on the 
other. It is a false rumor that Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah 
 fought against Sayyidunā ‘Alī  for the 
love of power. It was a matter of fighting for what 
each of them believed was correct. 

Soon after, Sayyidunā ʿAlī  was assassinated. 
Likewise, the wretched individuals behind his 
martyrdom attempted to assassinate Sayyidunā 
Muʿāwiyah  but miserably failed. After the 
martyrdom of Sayyidunā ʿAlī , his eldest son, 
Sayyidunā Ḥasan  assumed the role of the 
caliph. However, considering the greater good: to 
create peace amongst the Muslims and to avoid 
conflicts and civil wars, he handed over the 
caliphate to Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah  in the 41st 
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year after hijrah. This was prophesized by 
Rasūlullāh  decades before.  

After assuming leadership of the entire Muslim 
ummah, Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah  continued 
propagating Islām and waging war against the non-
Muslims with a great amount of his focus and 
energy against the Byzantine Empire. He had even 
assigned one army for the summer and one for the 
winter against them.  

During his caliphate, the Islamic Empire spread far 
and wide. Constantinople, the island of Sicily, 
Sudan and lands as far as Kabul and Sijistān were 
conquered. Parts of Sindh and Hind also came into 
Muslim rule during his time. 

Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah  remained the caliph 
for nineteen years. He ruled with justice and 
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fulfilled everyone’s rights. He looked after the 
needs of his subjects. He ensured that the internal 
matters of the ummah were taken care of well. He 
had put in place and had implemented many 
systems which would make the lives of his subjects 
easier and efficient. The Muslims lived in peace and 
harmony and loved and revered Sayyidunā 
Muʿāwiyah  

Prior to his demise, Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah  
became very sick. On one occasion, he fell 
unconscious. When he gained his senses, he advised 
the Muslims to fear Allāh  and thereafter 
passed away. Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah  breathed 
his last in Rajab, 60 AH in Damascus. He had 
bequeathed that he be enshrouded with the shirt of 
Rasūlullāh and that the blessed 
fingernails and hair strands of Rasūlullāh 
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, which he had preserved, be placed in his 
eyes, nose, ears and mouth. His janāzah was led by 
Ḍaḥḥāk ibn Qays . He was then laid to rest in 
Damascus.  

May Allāh  be pleased with him and may 
He unite us with him in Jannah.   



Amīr al-Mu’minīn Muʿāwiyah ibn Abī Sufyān  

 
- 27 - 

Qur’ānic Verses 

َجَبتأُكمأ  عأ
َ
ٍ إِذأ أ

ُ ِف َمَواِطَن َكثرَِيٍة َويَوأَم ُحَنيأ ُكُم اَّللَّ لََقدأ نَََصَ
ِن  تُُكمأ فَلَمأ ُتغأ َ رأُض بَِما َكْثأ

َ َعنأُكمأ َشيأًئا َوَضاَقتأ َعلَيأُكُم اْلأ
بِِريَن ) أُتمأ ُمدأ ُ َسِكينََتُه ََعَ 25رَُحَبتأ ُثمَّ َوِلَّ نأَزَل اَّللَّ

َ
( ُثمَّ أ

ِيَن  َب اَّلَّ نأَزَل ُجُنوًدا لَمأ تََروأَها َوَعذَّ
َ
ِمنَِي وَأ َرُسوِِلِ وَََعَ الأُمؤأ

 10(26ََكفِِريَن )َكَفُروا َوَذلَِك َجزَاُء الأ 

 
“Truly Allāh (alone) has granted you victory on 

many battlefields- including on the Day of Ḥunayn, 
when your large numbers elated you, though this 

did not avail you in anything. Thus the earth, for all 
its breadth, narrowed upon you (that day). Then 

you (believers) turned away in retreat. 

                                                             
10 Sūrah At-Tawbah verses 25-26 
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Then Allāh sent down His tranquility upon His 
Messenger and upon the believers. 

Moreover, He sent down hosts (of angels) that you 
could not see. Thus He punished those who 

disbelieved, and such is the recompense of the 
disbelievers.” 

It is a well-established fact that Sayyidunā 
Muʿāwiyah  took part in the Battle of Ḥunayn 
in the 8th year of hijrah. Thus, he is from those 
illustrious companions upon whom Allāh  
sent His sakīnah, His divine tranquility.  
َبُعوهُ ِف  ِيَن اتَّ نأَصارِ اَّلَّ

َ ُ ََعَ اَلَِّّبِ وَالأُمَهاِجِريَن وَاْلأ لََقدأ تَاَب اَّللَّ
ُهمأ ُثمَّ تَاَب  ِد َما ََكَد يَِزيُغ قُلُوُب فَِريٍق ِمنأ ةِ ِمنأ َبعأ َ َساَعِة الأُعْسأ

ِهمأ إِنَُّه بِِهمأ َرُءوف  رَِحيم  )  11)117َعلَيأ

                                                             
11 Sūrah at-Tawbah verse 117 
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Truly Allāh has already granted repentance to the 
Prophet as well as to the Émigrés (Muhājirūn) and 
the Helpers (Anṣār), those who followed him in the 
hour of hardship (Battle of Tabūk), after the hearts 
of a party (of the believers  ( among them had nearly 
swerved from the path of the righteous. It was then 
He granted them repentance. Indeed, He was all-
kind, mercy-giving toward them. (Tawbah: 117) 

Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah  took part in the 
Expedition of Tabūk in the 9th year of hijrah. Allāh 
 has declared that he has forgiven them 
and granted them repentance. 
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َظُم  عأ
َ
وََلَِك أ

ُ
ِح َوقَاتََل أ ِل الأَفتأ نأَفَق ِمنأ َقبأ

َ
ُكمأ َمنأ أ َتوِي ِمنأ َل يَسأ

ََن  ُسأ ُ اِلأ ُد َوقَاتَلُوا َوّلُُكً َوَعَد اَّللَّ َفُقوا ِمنأ َبعأ نأ
َ
ِيَن أ َدرََجًة ِمَن اَّلَّ

 ُ مَ وَاَّللَّ 12 (10لُوَن َخبرِي  ) بَِما َتعأ  

“Not equal among yourselves (in the sight of Allāh) 
are those who have spent (charitably) and fought 

(in the path of Allāh) before the victory (at Makkah 
Mukarramah and those who did not). Those (who 

did spend charitably and fight before the victory of 
Makkah) are greater in rank than those who spent 

(charitably) and fought (in the path of Allāh) 
thereafter (after the victory of Makkah 

Mukarramah). Yet to each Allāh has promised great 
goodness (Jannah in the Hereafter). For Allāh is all-

aware of all that you do.” 

                                                             
12 Sūrah Al-Ḥadīd verse 10 
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Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah , according to the 
authoritative stance, brought faith before the 
conquest of Makkah Mukarramah. However, due to 
the social pressure in Makkah, he concealed his 
faith until after the conquest. Thus, Sayyidunā 
Muʿāwiyah  enjoys the virtue of being 
promised Jannah as well holding a greater rank 
than others. 

For arguments sake, if we were to take the opinion 
that he accepted Islām after the conquest, then too 
he enjoys the virtue of being promised Jannah. 

When the word ḥusnā is mentioned in the Qur’ān, it 
refers to Jannah. And when Allāh  

promises something, it is guaranteed; for indeed He 
does not go against His promise.  
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ًة  ُهمأ َمَودَّ ُتمأ ِمنأ ِيَن ََعَديأ َ اَّلَّ نأ ََيأَعَل بَيأَنُكمأ َوَبيأ
َ
ُ أ َعََس اَّللَّ

ُ َغُفور  رَِحيم  ) ُ قَِدير  وَاَّللَّ 13(7وَاَّللَّ  

“It may be that (in due course), Allāh will establish 
genuine (mutual) love between you and those with 

whom you had enmity. For Allāh is all-powerful. 
Moreover, Allāh is all-forgiving, mercy-giving.”  

The exegetes have mentioned that mawaddah 
(genuine love) in this verse refers to the 
relationship that Sayyidunā Abū Sufyān  and 
his family enjoyed with Rasūlullāh , such 
as Rasūlullāh  appointing Sayyidunā Abū 
Sufyān  as a governor and the marriage of 
Rasūlullāh   with Umm Ḥabībah . 
The marriage with her established the in-law 
relationship between them; Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah 
 became the brother-in-law of Rasūlullāh 

                                                             
13 Sūrah Al-Mumtaḥinah verse 7 
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 and Sayyidunā Abū Sufyān  the 
father-in-law. 
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He was from the close companions of 
Rasūlullāh  

بعد العشاء  قال: أوتر معاوية    مليكةعن ابن أب 
دعه لبن عباس  فأىت ابن عباس فقال: بركعة وعنده موىل 

 .14فإنه قد صحب رسول اهلل 

Ibn Abī Mulaykah  narrates that Sayyidunā 
Muʿāwiyah  performed one rakʿah for witr 
ṣalāh after ʿIshā Ṣalāh, and at that time a freed-

slave of Sayyidunā Ibn ʿAbbās  was present. 
He (the freed-slave) approached Sayyiduna Ibn 
ʿAbbās  (and told him regarding the one 
rakʿah witr Ṣalāh). Sayyidunā Ibn ʿAbbās  

remarked, “Leave him (He is well aware of how to 
perform Ṣalāh), for he had indeed remained in the 

company of Rasūlullāh .” 

                                                             
14 Ṣaḥīḥ Al-Bukhāri 3764 
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He was steadfast upon the Sunnah of 
Rasūlullāh 

ما رأيت أحدا بعد رسول اهلل   قال:  عن أب اِلرداء
من أمريكم هذا يعين  أشبه صلة برسول اهلل 

 15 معاوية.

Sayyidunā Abū Dardā  says, “I have not seen 
anyone after Rasūlullāh  whose ṣalāh 

resembled the ṣalāh of Rasūlullāh  more 
than (the ṣalāh of) this leader of yours, i.e. 

Muʿāwiyah.” 



 

  
                                                             
15 Musnad Ash-Shāmiyyīn liṭ-Ṭabarānī 282, Majmaʿ Az-Zawāid 
15920 



Amīr al-Mu’minīn Muʿāwiyah ibn Abī Sufyān  

 
- 36 - 

قال:  بن عمرو بن سعيد بن العاص  عن سعيد
اعتمر معاوية فدخل اْليت فأرسل إىل ابن عمر وجلس 

 ينتظره حىت جاءه فقال: أين صىل رسول اهلل 
يوم دخل اْليت قال: ما كنت معه ولكين دخلت بعد أن أراد 
اخلروج فلقيت بلل فسأتله: أين صىل فأخربين أنه صىل بي 

 16.فقام معاوية فصىل بينهما ،اْلسطوانتي

Saʿīd ibn ʿAmr  narrates that (once) Sayyidunā 
Muʿāwiyah  performed ʿUmrah and entered 

the House (i.e. the Kaʿbah). He then sent for 
Sayyidunā Ibn ʿUmar  and sat waiting for him 

till he arrived. He then asked (him), “Where did 
Rasūlullāh perform Ṣalāh on the day he 
entered the House (i.e. on the Day of the Conquest 

of Makkah Mukarramah)? Sayyidunā Ibn ʿUmar 

                                                             
16 Musnad Aḥmad 23909 
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 replied, “I was not with him (when he 
entered). However, I entered when he was about to 

exit and found Bilāl  (with him). So I asked 
him where he performed Ṣalāh and he 

informed me that he perform Ṣalāh 
between the two pillars.” Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah 
 then got up and performed Ṣalāh between 

them. 
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He was rightly guided and was a guide for 
others 

واكن من أصحاب  عن عبد الرَحن بن أب عمرية 
امهلل » عن اَلّب  أنه قال ملعاوية: رسول اهلل 

 17«واهد بهاجعله هاديا مهديا 

Sayyidunā ʿAbdur Raḥmān ibn Abī ʿUmayrah  
narrates that Rasūlullāh  supplicated for 

Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah  saying, “O Allāh! Make 
him a guide (for others), rightly-guided in himself 

and guide others through him. 

  

                                                             
17 Sunan At-Tirmidhī 3842 
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قال: ملا عزل عمر بن  عن أب إدريس اخلولن 
اَلاس:  ة فقالعن َحص وىل معاوي عمري بن سعد   اخلطاب

فقال عمري: ل تذكروا معاوية إل  عزل عمريا ووىل معاوية
امهلل اهد »يقول:  خبري فإن سمعت رسول اهلل 

 .«به

Abū Idrīs al-Khawlānī  narrates that when 
Sayyidunā ʿUmar ibn al-Khaṭṭāb  dismissed 

Sayyiduna ʿUmayr ibn Saʿad  from (the 
governance of) Ḥimṣ and appointed Sayyidunā 
Muʿāwiyah , (some of) the people began 

gossiping that how can Sayyidunā ʿUmayr  be 
dismissed and Sayyiduna Muʿāwiyah  be 

appointed in his place. So Sayyidunā ʿUmayr  
admonished the people saying, “Do not mention 
Muʿāwiyah except with good; for indeed I heard 
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Rasūlullāh  saying, ‘O Allāh! Guide 
(others) through him’.” 

In the era of Sayyidunā Abū Bakr , he 
appointed Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah  as the 
governor of some of the cities in the Levant. 
Thereafter, Sayyidunā ʿUmar  appointed him 
as the governor of Ḥimṣ. Then, in the era of 
Sayyidunā ‘Uthmān , he appointed him as the 
governor of the entire Levant. This shows the 
reliance all three caliphs had upon him due to his 
leadership skills and his trustworthiness. 
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عن جده أن أبا  عن عمرو بن حيىي بن سعيد اْلموي 
فعزاه  دخل َع عمر بن اخلطاب  سفيان 

عمر بابنه يزيد فقال: آجرك اهلل ف ابنك يا أبا سفيان! فقال: 
أي بين يا أمري املؤمني قال: يزيد قال: فمن بعثت َع عمله 

قال: معاوية أخاه قال عمر: ابنان مصلحان وإنه ل حيل َلا أن 
 18نزنع مصلحا.

Upon the demise of Sayyidunā Yazīd ibn Abī Sufyān 
, a governor over one of the cities of the 

Levant, Sayyidunā ʿUmar handed over the 
governance of his city to his brother, Sayyidunā 
Muʿāwiyah . At this occasion, he consoled 
Sayyidunā Abū Sufyān  saying, “Your two 

sons (Sayyidunā Yazīd and Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah 

                                                             
18 Kanzul ʿUmmāl 37550 
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) are reformers. And it is not permissible for 
us to dismiss one who is a reformer.” 

Sayyidunā ʿUmar , at the time of his death, 
prayed, “O Allāh! I make you a witness over the 
governors (I had appointed) over the cities. I had 
sent them (to the respective cities due to my 
reliance upon them) so that they may administer 
justice amongst them, teach them the their Dīn and 
the Sunnah of their Nabī , distribute 
amongst them their spoils of war and refer to me in 
their issues in which they find difficulty.” 19 

 هذا: لقلتم معاوية رأيتم لو: قال  جماهد عن 
 20.املهدي

                                                             
19 Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim 567 
20 As-Sunnah li Abī Bakr ibn Khallāl 669 
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Imām Mujāhid  said, “If you were to have seen 
Muʿāwiyah, you would have certainly assumed him 

to be the (awaited) mahdī.” 

 مرضه ف معاوية َع أغيم: قال  عمار بن هشام عن
 ملن وقاء ول وقاه اتقاه من فإن اهلل اتقوا: فقال عينيه فتح ثم

 21.اهلل يتق لم

Hishām ibn ʿAmmār  narrates that Sayyidunā 
Muʿāwiyah  became unconscious near the 

time of his death, when he regained his 
consciousness he said, “Fear Allāh for verily the one 

who fears Him, He protects him, and there is no 
protection for the one who does not fear Allāh.”. 

Even at the time of his death, Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah 
 continued to guide and remind the people.  

                                                             
21 Ansābul Ashraf 424 
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His intelligence and the Duʿā of Rasūlullāh 
 

قال سمعت رسول  عن العرباض بن سارية السليم 
 يقول: اهلل 

 22«امهلل علم معاوية الكتاب واِلساب وقه العذاب» 
Sayyidunā ʿIrbāḍ ibn Sāriyah Sulamī  narrates 

that he heard Rasūlullāh  saying, “O 
Allāh! Grant Muʿāwiyah the knowledge of the book 
(the Qur’ān) and accounting and protect him from 

the torment (of the Hereafter).” 

 

                                                             
22 Musnad Aḥmad 17152 
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يأكل  أنه رأى معاوية  عن مسلمة بن خمدل 
د ما إن َض خأ فقال لعمرو بن العاص: إن ابن عمك هذا المِ 

 يقول:  أقول ذا وقد سمعت رسول اهلل 

 23«امهلل علمه الكتاب ومكن ِل ف اْللد وقه العذاب»

Sayyidunā Maslamah ibn Makhlad  narrates 
that he once saw Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah  

eating, he indicated to him and said to Sayyidunā 
‘Amr ibn ‘Ās , “This cousin of yours is a 

gourmand. I say this but I have heard Rasūlullāh 
 supplicating, ‘O Allāh! Teach him 

(Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah ) the book (Qur’ān), 
grant him sovereignty over the lands and protect 

him from the torment (of the Hereafter)’.” 

 

                                                             
23 Faḍāil Aṣ-Ṣaḥābah 1750 
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هل :  قيل لبن عباس : ابن أب مليكة عن 
ما أوتر إل بواحدة؟ قال:  لك ف أمري املؤمني معاوية، فإنه

 24.أصاب، إنه فقيه

Ibn Abī Mulaykah  narrates that it was said to 
Sayyidunā Ibn ‘Abbās , “Do you have 
anything to say regarding the leader of the 

believers, Muʿāwiyah, for he only performs one 
rak’ah for Witr ṣalāh?” He replied, “What he has 

done is correct. He is indeed a faqīh (a jurist, well-
versed in regards to laws of Sharī’ah).” 

Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah  was from amongst 
those Ṣaḥābah  who would issue fatāwā 
(legal edicts). 

                                                             
24 Ṣaḥīḥ Al-Bukhārī 3765 
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The minimum for Witr ṣalāh according to majority 
of the jurists, including Imām Shāfi’ī, Imām Mālik 
and Imām Aḥmad, is one rak’ah. Imām Abū Ḥanīfah 
however is of the view that the minimum is three 
rak’ahs.  Details can be found in the books of Ḥadīth 
and fiqh. 

 

 من أعلم منا أحد ليس: قال  عباس ابن عن
 25 .معاوية

Sayyidunā Ibn ‘Abbās  said, “There is none 
amongst us who is more learned than Muʿāwiyah.” 

 

                                                             
25 Muṣannaf ‘Abdur Razzāq 4641 
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: تذكرون كْسى وقيَص  قال عمر بن اخلطاب
 26.ودهاءهما وعندكم معاوية

Sayyidunā ʿUmar ibn Khaṭṭāb  said, “You 
speak regarding the wit and intelligence of the 

Khosrau and the Caesar, whereas you have 
Muʿāwiyah amongst you.” 

 

  

                                                             
26 Tārīkh Ṭabarī 5/330 
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Paradise is guaranteed for him 

، يقول: أنها سمعت اَلّب   أم حرام عن
 ، قالت أم حرام«أول جيش من أميت يغزون اْلحر قد أوجبوا»
 :ثم «أنت فيهم»: قلت: يا رسول اهلل أنا فيهم؟ قال ،
أول جيش من أميت يغزون مدينة : »قال اَلّب 

 27«ل»، فقلت: أنا فيهم يا رسول اهلل؟ قال: «قيَص مغفور هلم

Sayyidatunā Umm Ḥarām  narrates that she 
heard Nabī  saying, “The first army of my 
ummah to undertake a naval expedition, paradise is 
assured for them.” Sayyidatunā Umm Ḥarām  
says, “I asked (Rasūlullāh ): Will I be from 
amongst them?” He  replied, “You will be 

from amongst them.” Thereafter, Nabī  
said, “The first army of my ummah to invade the 

                                                             
27 Ṣaḥīḥ Al-Bukhārī  2924 
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city of the Caesar, they will be forgiven.” I then 
asked (again), “Will I be from amongst them O 

Rasūlullāh?” He  replied, “No.” 

Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah , the governor of the 
Levant at that time, was the general of the first 
naval expedition of Islām. The expedition took 
place in the reign of Sayyidunā ‘Uthmān  
against the Byzantine Empire. Hence, this ḥadīth is 
a glad tiding for Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah; Jannah is 
guaranteed for him. 

This ḥadīth is also a glad tiding for Yazīd ibn 
Muʿāwiyah . He was the first to invade the 
city of the Caesar. Just like his father , Yazīd 
ibn Muʿāwiyah  has also been the target of 
criticism due to the historic fabrications against 
him. Nevertheless, this ḥadīth serves as a glad 
tiding for him. 



Amīr al-Mu’minīn Muʿāwiyah ibn Abī Sufyān  

 
- 51 - 

Scribe of Revelation, personal scribe of Nabī 
 

قال: َكن املسلمون ل ينظرون إىل   ابن عباس عن
: يا نّب أب سفيان ول يقاعدونه، فقال للنّب 

قال: عندي أحسن العرب « نعم»اهلل ثلث أعطنيهن، قال: 
قال: « نعم»وأْجله، أم حبيبة بنت أب سفيان، أزوجكها، قال: 

قال: وتؤمرين « نعم»ومعاوية، َتعله َكتبا بي يديك، قال: 
 28« نعم»حىت أقاتل الكفار، كما كنت أقاتل املسلمي، قال: 

Sayyidunā Ibn ‘Abbās  narrates that (initially) 
the Muslims would not look to Sayyidunā Abū 

Sufyān  (with respect) nor sit in his company. 
So he (once) said to Nabī , “O Nabī of 

Allāh! Confer upon me three things.” He  
replied in the affirmative. So he continued, “I have 
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the best and most beautiful (woman) amongst the 
Arab, Umm Ḥabībah bint Abī Sufyān; I wish to 

marry her off to you.” He  replied in the 
affirmative. He (Sayyidunā Abū Sufyān ) 

continued, “(My son) Muʿāwiyah, I request that you 
take him as your personal scribe.” He  

acceded to his request. He (Sayyidunā Abū Sufyān 
) continued, “I request that you assign me as 

the General of the (Muslim) Army so that I can fight 
the disbelievers as I used to fight the Muslims 

(before I accepted Islām).” He  granted 
him his wish. 

Sayyidunā Abū Sufyān  accepted Islām on the 
day of the conquest of Makkah in the 8th year of 
hijrah. His daughter, Sayyidatunā Umm Ḥabībah 
 was already married to Rasūlullāh 
at this time. Hence, there is an apparent 
objection to the first clause in the ḥadīth. The 
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commentators of ḥadīth mention that there are 
two possible explanations. Firstly, when 
Sayyidatunā Umm Ḥabībah  married 
Rasūlullāh , it was without the pleasure of 
her father, Sayyidunā Abū Sufyān . Hence, he 
wished to renew the marriage between them and 
bless the marriage himself. The second possible 
explanation is that Sayyidunā Abū Sufyān  
wished to marry off a second daughter to 
Rasūlullāh due to the honor and blessing 
he had seen from the first. This explanation is 
taken from the ḥadīth narrated in the Ṣaḥīḥayn 
where Sayyidatunā Umm Ḥabībah  proposed 
to Rasūlullāh to marry her sister. In this 
case, it will be said that the name mentioned in this 
ḥadīth is an error from one of the narrators. The 
narrator mentioned Umm Ḥabībah in place of the 
other daughter’s name. 
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يقول: كنت غلما أسىع مع   ابن عباسعن 
، خليف الغلمان، فاتلفت، فإذا أنا بنّب اهلل 

إل إيل، قال:  مقبل، فقلت: ما جاء نّب اهلل 
فسعيت حىت أختبئ وراء باب دار، قال: فلم أشعر حىت 

اذهب فادع يل »تناولين، فأخذ بقفاي، فحطأن حطأة، فقال: 
قال: واكن َكتبه، فسعيت فأتيت معاوية، فقلت:  «معاوية

 29.، فإنه َع حاجةأجب نّب اهلل 

Sayyidunā Ibn ‘Abbās  narrates, “I was a 
young boy, running (and playing) with the 

children. I turned around and suddenly saw the 
Nabī of Allāh behind me, coming (towards me). So I 
thought to myself, ‘The Nabī of Allāh has only come 
for me. (He will certainly assign me a task)’ Thus, I 
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ran so that I could hide behind the door of a house. 
I did not look back until he caught up to me. He 

then took me by my neck and affectionately 
clapped me between my shoulders. He  

then said, ‘Go and call Muʿāwiyah for me’. 
Muʿāwiyah was the personal scribe of Rasūlullāh 
. So I hurried to Muʿāwiyah and told him, 

‘Respond to (the call of) the Nabī of Allāh, for 
indeed he needs (you)’.” 

  

رِض اهلل عنه أن معاوية   عن عبد اهلل بن عمرو
 .30َكن يكتب بي يدي اَلّب 

Sayyidunā ‘Abdullāh ibn ‘Amr  narrates that 
Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah was the personal scribe of 

Nabī . 
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أن عيينة واْلقرع   عن سهل بن اِلنظلية اْلنصاري
أن  شيئا فأمر معاوية  سأل رسول اهلل 

وأمره  يكتب به هلما ففعل وختمه رسول اهلل 
 31.بدفعه إِلهما

Sayyidunā Sahl ibn Ḥanẓaliyyah Ansāri  
narrates that (the tribes of) ‘Uyaynah and Aqra’ 

asked Rasūlullāh  something. He 
 commanded Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah (R) to 
transcribe the response for them. He  wrote it 

and Rasūlullāh  sealed it. He  
then commanded him to give it to them. 
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 عن عبد اهلل بن الزبري ُممد بن جعفر بن الزبريعن 
  ذكر من كتب للنّب  فذكر عبد اهلل ،

 32.بن اْلرقم، وذكر معاوية

Muḥammad ibn Ja’far ibn Zubayr  narrates 
that Sayyidunā ‘Abdullāh ibn Zubayr  was 

(once) mentioning the scribes of Rasūlullāh 
. He mentioned (from amongst them) 

Sayyidunā ‘Abdullāh ibn Arqam  and 
Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah . 

After Rasūlullāh , Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah 
 also served as a scribe for Sayyidunā Abū 
Bakr . 
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He maintained the supremacy and 
dominance of the Dīn 

قال: انطلقت إىل رسول اهلل   عن جابر بن سمرة
  :ل يزال هذا اِلين »وميع أب، فسمعته يقول

نيها اَلاس، ، فقال لكمة صم  «عزيزا منيعا إىل اثين عّش خليفة
 33«لكهم من قريش»فقلت ْلب: ما قال؟ قال: 

Sayyidunā Jābir ibn Samurah  narrates that 
(once) when he and his father went to Rasūlullāh 
, he heard him saying, “This Dīn (of Islām) 
will remain powerful and dominant until there will 
have been twelve caliphs.” He  then said 
something which I was unable to hear due to the 

noise of the people. So I enquired from my father as 
to what he  said. My father informed me 
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that he  said, “All of them (the twelve 
caliphs) will be from Quraysh.” 

The scholars unanimously agree that Sayyidunā 
Muʿāwiyah  was one of the twelve caliphs 
prophesized by Nabi .  

 

  



Amīr al-Mu’minīn Muʿāwiyah ibn Abī Sufyān  

 
- 60 - 

  قال: خرج الضحاك  عن عمرو بن ميمون
فقال: إن معاوية أمري املؤمني   حي مات معاوية

َكن عبدا من عبيد اهلل أطفأ اهلل به الفنت وبسط به اِلنيا، 
 34.فقد قىض حنبه

When Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah  passed away, 
Ḍaḥḥāk  came out (with the funeral 

procession) and said, “Verily Muʿāwiyah, the leader 
of the believers, was a servant from the servants of 
Allāh; Allāh extinguished the dissentions through 
him, and he spread the dunyā through him. He has 

indeed fulfilled his vow (by ruling aptly).” 
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A mercy for the ummah of Rasūlullāh 
 

: قال: قال رسول اهلل   ابن عباسعن 
أول هذا اْلمر نبوة ورَحة، ثم يكون خلفة ورَحة، ثم »

يكون ملَك ورَحة، ثم يكون إمارة ورَحة، ثم يتَكدمون 
 35«عليه تكادم اِلمر فعليكم باجلهاد

Sayyidunā Ibn ‘Abbās  narrates that 
Rasūlullāh  said, “The earlier stages of 

(the leadership of) this Dīn is prophethood coupled 
with mercy. Thereafter, it will be caliphate-hood 

coupled with mercy, followed by monarchy coupled 
with mercy and then emirate-hood coupled with 

mercy. After that, the leaders will fiercely bite on to 
(protect) their leadership the way donkeys bite (on 
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to their food). At that time, I advise you to strive (in 
the path of Allāh). 

The reign and era of Rasūlullāh was of 
prophethood, coupled with mercy. Thereafter, the 
reigns of Sayyidunā Abū Bakr , Sayyidunā 
ʿUmar, Sayyidunā ‘Uthmān  and 
Sayyidunā ‘Alī  were of caliphate-hood 
coupled with mercy. Thereafter followed the era of 
monarchy and kingship, Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah 
 being the first of the monarchs; his reign was 
filled with mercy, justice and stability. 

 

  



Amīr al-Mu’minīn Muʿāwiyah ibn Abī Sufyān  

 
- 63 - 

حيدث عن أبيه أن   سالم بن عبد اهلل بن عمر عن
إن اهلل بدأ هذا اْلمر  َكن يقول: عمر بن اخلطاب 

حي بدأ بنبوة ورَحة، ثم يعود إىل خلفة، ثم يعود إىل سلطان 
يعود ملَك ورَحة، ثم يعود جربية تكادمون ورَحة، ثم 

 36.تكادم اِلمري

Sayyidunā ʿUmaribn Khaṭṭāb  would say, 
“Indeed, Allāh has started (the leadership of) this 

Dīn from the beginning with prophethood coupled 
with mercy. It will then become a caliphate-hood 

(coupled with mercy) followed by a sultanate-hood 
coupled with mercy. Thereafter, it will become a 
monarchy coupled with mercy. After that, it will 

become an oppressive leadership wherein they will 
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fiercely bite on (to protect their leadership) the 
way donkeys bite (on to their food).” 

 

قالت: ما زال ب ما رأيت من   عن َعئشة أم املؤمني
أمر اَلاس ف الفتنة، حىت إن ْلتمَن أن يزيد اهلل عز وجل 

 37.معاوية من عمري ف عمره

Sayyidatunā ‘Āishah , the mother of the 
believers, said, “I was very much perturbed when I 

saw the condition of the people, afflicted with 
tribulations until I even wished that Allāh would 
increase in the lifespan of Muʿāwiyah from my 

lifespan (due to the peace and stability established 
by him).” 
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His justice 

  هريرة املكتب حباب قال: كنا عند اْلعمش أب عن
 وعدِل، فقال اْلعمش  فذكروا عمر بن عبد العزيز

:  فكيف لو أدركتم معاوية؟ قالوا: يا أبا ُممد، يعين ف
 38. حلمه؟ قال: ل واهلل، أل بل ف عدِل

The justice of Sayyidunā ʿUmaribn ‘Abdil ‘Azīz 
 was (once) mentioned in the gathering of 

Imām A’mash . He remarked, “(You are 
amazed by the justice of Sayyidunā ʿUmaribn ‘Abdil 
‘Azīz .) You would be astonished (even more) 

if you were to have been in the time of Muʿāwiyah.” 
Someone enquired, “Are you referring to his 

forbearance, O Abū Muḥammad?” Imām A’mash 
 replied, “By Allāh, no! Rather, I am referring 

to his justice.” 
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ما رأيت أحدا بعد  قال:  سعد بن أب وقاصعن 
 39يعين: معاوية.، عثمان أقىض حبق من صاحب هذا اْلاب

Sayyidunā Sa’d ibn Abī Waqqās  said, “I have 
not seen anyone after ‘Uthmān  who was 
more fulfilling of rights than the owner of this 

door, i.e. Muʿāwiyah .” 
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من صفي علم  قال: ملا رجع يلع   عن اِلارث
فتلكم بأشياء َكن ل يتلكم بها، وحدث  أنه ل يملك أبدا،

فقال فيما يقول: أيها اَلاس، ل بأحاديث َكن ل يتحدث بها، 
تكرهوا إمارة معاوية، واهلل لو قد فقدتموه لقد رأيتم الرءوس 

40.تندر من كواهلها َكِلنظل
 

Sayyidunā ‘Alī  said upon returning from the 
Battle of Ṣiffīn, “O people! Do not abhor the emirate 

of Muʿāwiyah (he is just), for indeed, by Allāh, if 
you were to lose him, you would see heads falling 
from the upper backs like the colocynth (plants 

falling from trees) (i.e. you would see oppression 
amongst those thereafter).” 
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His leadership skills and his generosity 
ما رأيت أحدا بعد رسول اهلل قال:  عن ابن عمر 
  أسود من معاوية، قيل ول أبو بكر؟ قال: َكن

 41.أبو بكر وعمر وعثمان خريا منه، وهو أسود

Sayyidunā Ibn ʿUmar said, “After Rasūlullāh 
, I have not seen anyone more befitting of 

leadership than Muʿāwiyah.” He was asked, “Not 
even Abū Bakr, (ʿUmarand ‘Uthmān)?” He replied, 

“(By Allāh!) Abū Bakr, ʿUmar and ‘Uthmān were 
better than him, but (by Allāh!) he was more 

befitting of leadership than them.” 

Imām Aḥmad , among other scholars, 
explained the word aswad to mean askhā, generous. 
This characteristic of generosity of Sayyidunā 
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Muʿāwiyah  is confirmed by the following 
narration. 

 

 أخلق َكن رجل رأيت ما: قال  عباس ابن عن
َكن اَلاس يردون منه َع أرجاء واد معاوية،  من للملك

 42.باملتغض   ص،صعُ ، العُ ق، اِلَِص رحب، لم يكن بالضي  

Sayyidunā Ibn ‘Abbās  said, “I have not seen a 
man more befitting for leadership than Muʿāwiyah.  

People would come to him with such high hopes 
(and needs) as though he was a large water valley. 
He was neither miserly nor niggardly, nor was he 

ill-mannered or hot-tempered.” 
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 His patience and forbearance 

 43.قال: معاوية من أحلم اَلاس  عمرعن ابن 

Sayyidunā Ibn ʿUmar said, “Muʿāwiyah is the 
most forbearing of people.” 

 

 معاوية وذكر يوما  مروان بن امللك عبد وقال
 44.وكرمه واحتماِل حلمه ف مثله رأيت ما: فقال 

‘Abdul Malik ibn Marwān  mentioned once 
that he had not seen anyone similar to Sayyidunā 

Mu’āwaiyah  in respect to his patience, 
forbearance and kindness.  
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عن أبيه قال:   د امللك بن عمريعن موىس بن عب
 45.َكن معاوية بن أب سفيان من أحلم اَلاس

ʿAbdul Malik ibn ‘Umayr  said, “Muʿāwiyah 
ibn Abī Sufyān was the most forbearing of people.” 

 

: ما رأيت أحدا أعظم حلما ول  جابر قال قبيصة بن
أكْث سؤددا ول أبعد أناة ول ألي خمرجا، ول أرحب باَع 

 46.باملعروف من معاوية
Qabīṣah ibn Jābir says, “I have not seen 

anyone with more forbearance, more worthy of 
leadership, more dignity, more kindheartedness or 

more rigorousness in righteous deeds than 
Mu’āwaiyah.” 
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He was trustworthy and truthful 

أن   عن ابن عباس  وعطاء عن جماهد
 أخربه: أنه رأى رسول اهلل   معاوية

: ما  فقلنا لبن عباس. قَص من شعره بمشقص
ما َكن معاوية َع رسول اهلل  بلغنا هذا إل عن معاوية، فقال:
 47.متهما 

Sayyidunā Ibn ‘Abbās  narrates that 
Sayyidunā Mu’āwaiyah  informed him that he 
saw Rasūlullāh  trimming his hair with a 
short-edged arrow. Mujāhid and ‘Aṭā  said to 

Sayyidunā Ibn ‘Abbās , “This (ḥadīth) has 
only come to us from Muʿāwiyah.” Sayyidunā Ibn 

‘Abbās  assured them that Sayyidunā 
Muʿāwiyah  (was truthful and trustworthy 
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and that he) was never suspected (of erring or 
lying) regarding Rasūlullāh .” 

Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah  was from the senior 
Ṣaḥābah . Many of the Ṣaḥābah  
narrated Ḥadīth from him. Amongst them were 
Sayyidunā ‘Abdullāh ibn ‘Abbās , Sayyidunā 
Abū Sa’īd Khudrī , Sayyidunā Abū Dardā 
, Sayyidunā Jarīr ibn ‘Abdillāh , 
Sayyidunā Nu’mān ibn Bashīr , Sayyidunā 
‘Abdullāh ibn ‘Amr ibn ‘Ās , Sayyidunā Wāil 
ibn Ḥujr , Sayyidunā ‘Abdullāh ibn Zubayr 
 and Sayyidunā Sāib ibn Yazīd . 

From the Tabi’īn, Sa’īd ibn Musayyab , 
‘Alqamah ibn Waqqās , ‘Urwah ibn Zubayr 
, Muḥammad ibn Ḥanafiyyah (Ibn ‘Alī) 
 and many others narrate from him.  
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His Humilty 

فقاموا ِل، فقال: سمعت رسول اهلل   خرج معاوية
 :من رسه أن يمثل ِل الرجال قياما، فليتبوأ » يقول

 48«مقعده من اَلار

Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah  once came to his 
courtroom and the people around him stood (to 
welcome and honor him). Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah 
 rebuked them saying, “I heard Rasūlullāh 
 saying, ‘Whoever is pleased that people 
appear before him standing (up for him), then let 

him make his abode in the Hellfire.’” 
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، قال: رأيت معاوية َع  عن أبيه عن يلع بن أب َحلة
 49.قميص مرقوعاملنرب بدمشق خيطب اَلاس وعليه 

Abū Ḥimlah  narrates that he saw Sayyidunā 
Muʿāwiyah  addressing the people in 

Damascus from the pulpit while he was wearing a 
patched shirt. 
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قال: رأيت معاوية   عن يونس بن ميْسة بن حلبس
ف سوق دمشق وهو مردف وراءه وصفيا عليه قميص مرقوع 

 50.اجليب، وهو يسري ف أسواق دمشق

Yunus ibn Maysarah  narrates that he saw 
Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah  in the marketplace of 

Damascus with a servant trailing behind him; he 
was wearing a shirt which had a patched pocket. He 
was in this manner while strolling the marketplaces 

of Damascus. 
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Rasūlullāh wished for his and his 
family’s honor 

جاءت هند بنت عتبة، قالت: يا  قالت:، َعئشة  عن
رسول اهلل، ما َكن َع ظهر اْلرض من أهل خباء أحب إيل أن 

اِلوم َع ظهر اْلرض أهل  أصبحيذلوا من أهل خبائك، ثم ما 
 خباء، أحب إيل أن يعزوا من أهل خبائك، 

 51«وأيضا واَّلي نفيس بيده: » قال

Sayyidatunā ‘Āishah  narrates that once 
Sayyidatunā Hind bint ‘Utbah  (the mother of 
Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah ) came (to Rasūlullāh 
) and said, “O Rasūlullāh! There was a 

time (in my life) when there was no family on the 
surface of the earth I wished to see their 

degradation more than I did your family, but today 
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there in no family on the surface of the earth I wish 
to see honored more than I do your family.”  

Rasūlullāh remarked, “I too (wished 
similarly), by Him in whose Hand my soul is.” 
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He is the maternal uncle of every believer 

)أَحد بن حنبل(  أنه سأل أبا عبد اهلل طالب  أب عن
 أقول: معاوية خال املؤمني؟ وابن عمر خال :

املؤمني؟ قال: نعم، معاوية أخو أم حبيبة بنت أب سفيان، 
زوج اَلّب صىل اهلل عليه وسلم ورَحهما، وابن عمر أخو 

 أقول: حفصة زوج اَلّب صىل اهلل عليه وسلم ورَحهما، قلت:
 52.معاوية خال املؤمني؟ قال: نعم

Abū Ṭālib  narrates that he asked Imām 
Aḥmad ibn Ḥanbal , “Can I say that Muʿāwiyah 
is the maternal uncle of the believers, and likewise 

Ibn ‘Umar?” Imām Aḥmad ibn Ḥanbal  replied, 
“Definitely! Muʿāwiyah is the brother of Umm 

Ḥabībah , the daughter of Abū Sufyān  
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and the wife of Nabī , and Ibn 
ʿUmar is the brother of Ḥafṣah , (the 

daughter of ʿUmar and) the wife Nabī 
.” Abu Ṭālib  again asked, “Can I say 
Muʿāwiyah is the maternal uncle of the believers?” 

Imām Aḥmad ibn Ḥanbal  replied in the 
affirmative. 
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)أَحد  ْلب عبد اهلل قال أنه  هارون بن عبد اهلل عن
: جاءن كتاب من الرقة أن قوما قالوا: ل بن حنبل(  

نقول: معاوية خال املؤمني، فغضب وقال: ما اعرتاضهم ف 
 53.املوضع، َيفون حىت يتوبواهذا 

Hārūn ibn ‘Abdillāh  once informed Imām 
Aḥmad ibn Ḥanbal  that he received a letter 

from Raqqah that a group of people (from amongst 
them) said, “We will not say that Muʿāwiyah is the 

maternal uncle of the believers.” Imaam Aḥmad ibn 
Ḥanbal  became angry and said, “What is their 

objection here? They shall be alienated until they 
repent (from this gross statement of theirs).” 
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 قال: وجهنا رقعة إىل أب عبد اهلل  اِلارث أب عن
 ما تقول رَحك اهلل فيمن قال: ل أقول إن معاوية :

الويح، ول أقول إنه خال املؤمني، فإنه أخذها بالسيف َكتب 
: هذا قول سوء رديء،  غصبا؟ قال أبو عبد اهلل

 54.َيانبون هؤلء القوم، ول َيالسون، ونبي أمرهم للناس

Abul Hārith  narrates that a piece of paper 
was given to Imām Aḥmad ibn Ḥanbal  (with 

the following question): What do you say - may 
Allāh have mercy upon you- regarding a person 
who says, “I do not consider Muʿāwiyah to be a 

scribe of (writing the) revelation nor do I consider 
him to be the maternal uncle of the believers, for 
indeed he has forcefully taken it with the sword.” 

Imām Aḥmad ibn Ḥanbal  replied, “That is an 
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evil downright statement. Such people must be 
shunned and their gatherings must be avoided. And 

we shall expose their (evil) matter to the people.” 

 

قال  ؟ما تقول ف معاوية  هشام قال رجل للحكم بن
 55.ذاك خال لك مؤمن

A man enquired regarding Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah 
 from Imām Ḥakam ibn Hishām . He 

replied, “He is the maternal uncle of every 
believer.” 
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قال: قلت   يموين عبد امللك بن عبد اِلميد امل عن
لك : »: أليس قال اَلّب  ْلَحد بن حنبل

قلت: وهذه  .؟ قال: بىل« صهر ونسب ينقطع إل صهري ونسّب
 56ملعاوية؟ قال: نعم، ِل صهر ونسب.

‘Abdul Malik ibn ‘Abdil Ḥamīd Maymūnī  
narrates that he asked Imām Aḥmad ibn Ḥanbal 
, “Did Nabī  not say, ‘Every tie of 

marriage and blood will come to an end (on the Day 
of Resurrection) except my ties of marriage and 
blood’.” Imām Aḥmad ibn Ḥanbal  affirmed 
this narration. ‘Abdul Malik  then asked, “Is 

this (also) for Muʿāwiyah?” Imām Aḥmad ibn 
Ḥanbal  replied, “Of course! He has ties of 

both, marriage and blood (with Rasūlullāh 
). 
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قال: سمعت يلع بن عبد اهلل بن   عن عمر بن بزيع
وأنا أريد أن أسب معاوية فقال يل: مهل، ل   عباس

 .57تسبه؛ فإنه صهر رسول اهلل 

ʿUmaribn Bazī’  says, “I wanted to speak ill of 
Muʿāwiyah but ‘Ali ibn ‘Abdillāh ibn ‘Abbās  
forbade me saying, ‘Take it easy! Do not speak ill of 

him, for indeed he is the brother-in-law of 
Rasūlullāh . 
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His Love for Rasūlullāh  

قالت:   عن أمه دثين علقمة ابن أب علقمة ح
 املدينة فأرسل إىل َعئشة  قدم معاوية بن أب سفيان
 أن أرسيل بأنبجانية رسول اهلل : 

وشعره، فأرسلت به ميع أَحله، حىت دخلت به عليه، فأخذ 
اْلنبجانية فلبسها، وأخذ شعره فدَع بماء فغسله ورشبه 

 58.وأفاض َع جدله

Umm ‘Alqamah  narrates that Sayyidunā 
Muʿāwiyah  (once) came to Madinah. He sent 
a message to Sayyidatunā ‘Āishah  requesting 
her to send him the plain coarse robe of Rasūlullāh 
and (a few strands of) his (blessed) hair. 

She sent them to him; he took the plain coarse robe 
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and wore it (seeking the barakah of Rasūlullāh 
). He took the (strands of) hair and 

requested for water. He then washed it and drank 
(some of) the water and poured (the remaining) on 

his skin (seeking the barakah of Rasūlullāh 
). 

This narration shows the immense love that 
Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah  had for Rasūlullāh 
. This narration also shows the reliance 
and trust that Ummul Mūminīn Sayyidatunā 
‘Āishah  had for him; she lent him such 
special sentimental and dear items. 
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أن   عن أبيهعن عبد اْلَع بن ميمون بن مهران 
قال ف مرضه اَّلي مات فيه: كنت أوضئ  معاوية 

فقال يل: أل أكسوك قميصا؟ قلت:  .رسول اهلل 
بىل بأب أنت وأيم، فزنع قميصا َكن عليه فكسانيه، وقلم 

أظفاره فأخذت قلمتها، فإذا مت فألبسوين القميص، وخذوا 
 59.بربكتهأن يرَحين مة فاجعلوها ف عيين، فعَس اهلل القل

Maymūn ibn Mihrān  narrates that Sayyidunā 
Muʿāwiyah  said in his terminal sickness, “I 
used to assist Rasūlullāh in performing 
the wuḍū. He (once) said to me, ‘Shall I 
not give you a shirt to wear?’ I replied, ‘Of course! 
May my father and mother be sacrificed for you (O 
Rasūlullāh).’ He then took off the shirt 
that was on him and put it on me. He  
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(once) clipped his fingernails and I took the (nail) 
clippings (and preserved them). So, when I die, put 

that shirt on me and take the nail cuttings and 
place it in my eye, for perhaps Allāh may have 

mercy upon me because of its blessing.” 
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His Love for the Ahlul Bayt  

أن معاوية بن أب  عن ُممد بن أب يعقوب الضّب 
فيقول:  َكن يلىق اِلسي )بن يلع(  سفيان 

 .60مرحبا وأهل بابن رسول اهلل 

Muḥammad ibn Ya’qūb Ḍabbī  narrates that 
when Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah ibn Abī Sufyān  
would meet Sayyidunā Ḥusain (ibn ‘Ali) , he 

would greet him saying, “Welcome and feel at 
home o son of Rasūlullāh .” 
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أن معاوية بن أب  عن ُممد بن أب يعقوب الضّب 
ابن الزبري فيقول مرحبا بابن عمة َكن يلىق  سفيان 

 .61وابن حواري رسول اهلل  رسول اهلل 

Muḥammad ibn Ya’qūb Ḍabbī  narrates that 
when Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah ibn Abī Sufyān  

would meet Sayyidunā (‘Abdullāh) Ibn Zubayr 
, he would greet him saying, “Welcome o 

cousin (aunt’s son) of Rasūlullāh and the 
son of the ḥawārī (disciple) of Rasūlullāh 

.” 
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نا عّشين وِلَ  ،قال: هلل در ابن هند  ابن عباس عن
ول بساط، صيانة منه لعرضه سنة فما آذانا َع ظهر منرب 

 62.وأعراضنا، ولقد َكن حيسن صلتنا ويقض حواجئنا

Sayyidunā Ibn ‘Abbās  said, “How excellent 
was Ibn Hind! He was our leader for twenty years. 
He never harmed us from the pulpit nor from the 
(royal) carpet. He maintained his reputation and 

protected our dignity. He treated us well and 
fulfilled our needs.” 
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، دخل َع  أن معاوية  عن سعيد بن املسيب
كيف أنا ف اَّلي بيين وبينك، ويف : ...... فقال َعئشة

 63.حواجئك؟ قالت: صالح

Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah   once asked 
Sayyidatunā ‘Āishah , “(O mother!) How is 
my dealing with you and how well am I looking 

after your needs?” She replied, “Well.” 
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أن   إىل َعئشة أم املؤمني  كتب معاوية
 اكتّب إيل كتابا توصيين فيه، ول تكْثي يلع، فكتبت َعئشة

 إىل معاوية  سلم عليك. أما بعد: فإن :
من اتلمس رضاء اهلل »يقول:  سمعت رسول اهلل 

بسخط اَلاس كفاه اهلل مؤنة اَلاس، ومن اتلمس رضاء 
 64«اَلاس بسخط اهلل ولكه اهلل إىل اَلاس، والسلم عليك

Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah  once wrote to the 
mother of the believers, Sayyidatunā ‘Āishah 
, requesting her to pen for him a concise 
counsel. Sayyidatunā ‘Āishah  wrote to 

Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah, “Peace be upon you. As for 
what follows: Indeed I heard Rasūlullāh  
saying, ‘Whoever seeks the pleasure of Allāh while 
displeasing the people, Allāh will suffice him from 
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the people. And whoever seeks the pleasure of the 
people while displeasing Allāh, Allāh will hand his 
matters to the people. And peace be upon you.’.” 

Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah  resorted to his 
spiritual mother, the mother of the believers, for 
advice. Sayyidatunā ‘Āishah  advised him in a 
loving manner just as a mother would advise her 
son. This ḥadīth also shows his humility; he 
referred to his subjects for advice. 
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، اسرتجع  نبأ وفاة معاوية  ملا وصل اِلسي
 65.وقال: رحم اهلل معاوية

When the news of the death of Sayyidunā 
Muʿāwiyah  reached Sayyidunā Ḥusain , 
he recited innā lillāhi wa innā ilaihi rāji’ūn and prayed 
for him, “May Allāh have mercy upon Muʿāwiyah.” 
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Comments of the Ṣaḥābah , Tab’iīn 
 and the salaf  regarding him 

اهلل ول ل حيزنين : ملعاوية   قال ابن عباس
 66.يسوءن ما أبىق اهلل أمري املؤمني

Sayyidunā Ibn ‘Abbās  said to Sayyidunā 
Muʿāwiyah , “Allāh will not sadden me nor 
distress me as long as He keeps the leader of the 
believers (Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah ) alive.” 
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 )بن خمرمة(  : فلم أسمع املسور قال عروة
 67.إل صىل عليه  ذكر معاوية

‘Urwah  narrates that whenever Sayyidunā 
Miswar (ibn Makhramah)  would mention 
Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah , he would invoke 

blessings upon him. 

  

                                                             
67 Siyar A’lāmin Nubalā 3/151 



Amīr al-Mu’minīn Muʿāwiyah ibn Abī Sufyān  

 
- 99 - 

اوية خري أو عمر بن عبد : مع لبن املبارك رجل قال
: تراب دخل ف أنف  قال: فقال ابن املبارك العزيز؟ 
خري أو أفضل  مع رسول اهلل  معاوية 

 68.من عمر بن عبد العزيز

‘Abdullāh ibn Mubārak  was asked if 
Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah  was better or 

Sayyidunā ʿUmaribn Abdil ‘Azīz . He replied, 
“(By Allāh!) The dust that entered the nostrils of 
Muʿāwiyah  while he was with Rasūlullāh 
 is better than ʿUmaribn Abdil ‘Azīz.” 

Some narrations mention “the nostrils of the horse 
of Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah ”. Some narrations 
also mention “a thousand times better”.69  
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: أيهما أفضل: معاوية بن أب  عبد اهلل بن املباركسئل 
فقال: صىل معاوية خلف  .سفيان أم عمر بن عبد العزيز

: سمع اهلل ملن  فقال رسول اهلل 
 70.َحده، فقال معاوية: ربنا ولك اِلمد، فما بعد هذا

‘Abdullāh ibn Mubārak  was asked if 
Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah  was better or 

Sayyidunā ʿUmaribn Abdil ‘Azīz . He replied, 
“Muʿāwiyah perfomed ṣalāh behind Rasūlullāh 
. He said ‘sami’allāhu liman 

ḥamidah (Allāh listens to the one who praises Him)’ 
and Muʿāwiyah said thereafter, ‘rabbanā wa lakal 

ḥamd (O our Lord! To you alone belongs all praises)’. 
What doubt (in regards to who is better) is there 

after this (virtue)?” 
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قال: سمعت رجل يسأل   رباح بن اجلراح املوصيل عن 
أين عمر بن  ،، فقال: يا أبا مسعود املعاىف بن عمران

عبد العزيز من معاوية بن أب سفيان؟ فغضب من ذلك 
غضبا شديدا، وقال: ل يقاس بأصحاب رسول اهلل 

  أحد، معاوية صاحبه وصهره واكتبه وأمينه َع
دعوا »: ويح اهلل عز وجل وقد قال رسول اهلل 

يل أصحاب وأصهاري فمن سبهم فعليه لعنة اهلل وامللئكة 
 71«واَلاس أْجعي

Mu’āfā ibn ‘Imrān  was asked, “O Abū Mas’ūd! 
Where is ʿUmaribn Abdil ‘Azīz compared to 

Muʿāwiyah ibn Abī Sufyān?” (Upon hearing this 
question), he became infuriated and said, “None 
can be compared to the Ṣaḥābah of Rasūlullāh 
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; Muʿāwiyah was his companion, his 
brother-in-law and his scribe and confidant upon 

the revelation of Allāh. Indeed Rasūlullāh  
said, “Refrain from (speaking ill of) my companions 

and my in-laws, for indeed whoever speaks ill of 
them, then may the curse of Allāh, his angels and 

the whole of mankind be upon him.” 
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)أَحد  قال: قلت ْلب عبد اهلل  بكر املروذي أب عن
: أيهما أفضل: معاوية أو عمر بن عبد بن حنبل( 

معاوية أفضل، لسنا نقيس بأصحاب رسول »العزيز؟ فقال: 
خري : »قال اَلّب « . أحدا اهلل 

 72«اَلاس قرين اَّلين بعثت فيهم

Abū Bakr Marwadhī  narrates that he 
enquired from Imām Aḥmad ibn Ḥanbal  

regarding the better of the two: Sayyidunā 
Muʿāwiyah  or Sayyidunā ʿUmaribn Abdil 

‘Azīz . Imām Aḥmad ibn Ḥanbal  replied, 
“Muʿāwiyah is definitely better. We do not compare 
anyone with the Ṣaḥābah of Rasūlullāh , 
for indeed Nabī  said, ‘The best of people 

is my generation in which I was sent’.” 
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وأنا  يقول: سئل املعاىف   بّش بن اِلارث عن
العزيز؟، ل أو عمر بن عبد أسمع، أو سأتله: معاوية أفض

من ستمائة مثل عمر بن عبد َكن معاوية أفضل  فقال:
 73.العزيز

 

Mu’āfā  was asked whether Sayyidunā 
Muʿāwiyah  was better or Sayyidunā Abdul 
‘Azīz . He replied, “Muʿāwiyah is better than 

six hundred (leaders) alike to ʿUmaribn Abdil 
‘Azīz.” 
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قال: ما رأيت عمر بن عبد   إبراهيم بن ميْسةعن 
العزيز رضب إنسانا قط إل إنسانا شتم معاوية، فإنه رضبه 

 74.أسواطا

Ibrahīm ibn Maysarah  narrates that he never 
saw ʿUmaribn Abdul Azīz  hitting anyone 
except one person who spoke ill of Sayyidunā 

Muʿāwiyah ; he flogged him (a few) lashes. 
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: أوثق عميل ف نفيس حب أب بكر  قال الفضيل
 وحّب أصحاب ُممد  ،وعمر وأب عبيدة بن اجلراح

ويقول: َكن من   ْجيعا، واكن يرتحم َع معاوية
 .75العلماء من أصحاب ُممد 

Fuḍail (ibn ‘Iyāḍ)  said, “The most hopeful of 
my deeds, according to me, is (my) love for Abū 

Bakr, ʿUmarand Abu ‘Ubaydah ibn Jarrāh, and my 
love for (all) the companions of Muḥammad  

(in general).” He would invoke mercy upon 
Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah  and say regarding 

him, “He was from the scholars among the 
companions of Muḥammad .” 

 

                                                             
75 As-Sunnah li Abī Bakr ibn Khallāl  li Abī Bakr ibn Khallāl 671 



Amīr al-Mu’minīn Muʿāwiyah ibn Abī Sufyān  

 
- 107 - 

عن معاوية بن أب   سئل أبو عبد الرَحن النسايئ
، فقال:   صاحب رسول اهلل  سفيان

إنما اْلسلم كدار هلا باب، فباب اْلسلم الصحابة، فمن آذى 
الصحابة إنما أراد اْلسلم، كمن نقر اْلاب إنما يريد دخول 

 76.أراد معاوية فإنما أراد الصحابةاِلار، قال: فمن 

Imām Nasāi  was asked regarding Sayyidunā 
Muʿāwiyah ibn Abī Sufyān , the companion of 

Rasūlullāh . He replied, “Islām is like a 
house with a door. The door of Islām is the Ṣaḥābah 
. Thus, whoever attacks the Ṣaḥābah , 

indeed wishes (to harm) Islām, just like the one 
who pierces a hole in the door (of a house, in 
reality) wishes to enter the house. Therefore, 

                                                             
76 Tahdhībul Kamāl 48 
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whoever wishes (to harm) Muʿāwiyah , in 
reality wishes (to harm) the Ṣaḥābah .” 

 

سئل عن يلع  أبا حنيفة  أن اْلمام وعن زفر 
 اهلل َع قدمُت  إذا، فقال:  صفيعاوية َوقتىل وم

 77.لكفين ول يسألين عن أمورهمما يسألين ع

Imām Zufar  narrates that Imām Abū Ḥanīfah 
 was enquired in regards to the matters 
between Sayyidunā ‘Alī  and Sayyidunā 

Muʿāwiyah  and the martyrs of Ṣiffīn. He 
replied, “When I enter the court of Allāh , 
he will question me in regards to those issues for 
which he has made me responsible. He will not 

interrogate me in regards to their matters.” 
                                                             
77 Al-Jawāhirul Muḍiyyah 2/513, Shammul ‘Awāriḍ fī Dhammir 
Rawāfiḍ li ‘Alī Al-Qārī  66 
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The dispute that took place between the two 
illustrious Ṣaḥābīs  was centered upon what 
each of them truly felt and understood to be the 
correct stance. Their dispute was sincere and for 
the sake of Allāh . Both have already 
received their rewards and have secured their 
abode in Jannah.  

We, the Ahlus Sunnah, maintain our silence in 
regards to the disputes that took place between the 
Ṣaḥābah . It is futile for us to engage in 
discussions in this regard. We should take them as 
our role model and prepare for our abode in 
Jannah.  

We pray that Allāh  fills our hearts with 
love for all of the Ṣaḥābah  and that He joins 
us with them in the Hereafter. Āmīn. 
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Suggested Reading List Regarding 
Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah  

 Muʿāwiyah , Shaykh Dr. ‘Alī Ṣallābī  
 Taṭhīrul Jinān wal Lisān, Ḥāfidh Ibn Ḥajar 

Haythami 
 Muʿāwiyah  aur Tārīkhī Ḥaqāiq, Muftī 

Muḥammad Taqī ‘Uthmānī 
 Sayyidunā Muʿāwiyah : Dispelling the 

Distortions of History, Mawlānā Ẓafar Iqbāl 
 Badrul Layālī sharḥ Badul Amālī, Muftī Riḍā ul 

Ḥaqq 

 Amīr Muʿāwiyah , Shaykh Muḥammad 
Nāfi’ 

 Al-Aḥādīthun Nabawiyyah fī Faḍli Muʿāwiyah 
ibn Abī Sufyān , Shaykh Muḥammad Al-
Amīn Ash-Shanqīṭī 
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 Muʿāwiyah ibn Abī Sufyān Amīrul Mūminīn wa 
Kātibu Waḥyin Nabiyyil Amīn, Shaykh 
Shaḥḥātah Muḥammad Ṣaqr 

 Unsheathing the Arrowhead in Defense of 
Muʿāwiyah ibn Abī Sufyān, Shaykh Sa’d Subay’ī 

 Muʿāwiyah , Mawlānā Maḥmūd Ashraf, 
translated into English by Muftī Mu’ādh Chati 
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